
ANC3B DETAILED COMMENTS TO RESPOND TO DDOT NOI 22-243 PRESENTING 
PROPOSED MULTIMODAL FACILITY AND SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS ON NEW MEXICO AVENUE  

AND TUNLAW ROAD NORTH OF CALVERT STREET NW 
 
GENERAL DESIGNS 
 
ANC3B continues to support DDOT’s proposals to improve safety for pedestrians, bicyclists and others 
on the Tunlaw and New Mexico corridor. As the Commission stated in its November 18, 2021, letter, the 
ANC supports addition of two-way bike lanes north of Calvert Street with adequate protection for 
bicyclists. Both New Mexico and Tunlaw Road north of Calvert Street are classified as “minor arterials” 
and safety standards adopted by DDOT and the National Association of City Transportation Officials 
(NACTO) call for protected bike lanes on that category of roadway to provide safety for bicyclists.  
 
As ANC3B stated in its November 18 letter, ANC3B concurs with the conclusion of DDOT (also supported 
by DDOT’s Long-Range Transportation Plan “MoveDC 2021,” NACTO standards, and large numbers of 
community residents and businesses, as well as the Councilmember) that it would not be feasible or 
acceptable to install protected bike lanes on Tunlaw Road south of Calvert Street or on 37th Street 
continuing south to Reservoir Road, largely because that would require removing all on-street parking 
spaces on those roadways. Those portions of Tunlaw and 37th are residential streets classified as 
“collectors.” The safety standards that have been adopted by both DDOT and NACTO are flexible for that 
category of street and do not require protected bike lanes in order to provide safety for bicyclists. 
 
In this document, we are responding to DDOT’s questions in NOI #22-243 issued September 22, 2022: 
 

DDOT Request for Comments 
 
In addition to specific design comments and the general consideration of the project, DDOT requests 
feedback on the following items in ANC3B: 

 
A. LOCATION OF ON-STREET PARKING 
 

Section 1: Tunlaw Road, NW – Calvert Street to 39th Street 
  • The public’s preference for the placement of the parking between Calvert Street and 3850 Tunlaw 

Road – the south/west or north/east side of the road.  
 
The ANC appreciates DDOT’s willingness to consider placing a parking lane on the south/west side of 
Tunlaw between Calvert and 3850 Tunlaw rather than on the north/east side, in response to the 
significant concerns raised by residents at 2626-2634 Tunlaw Road. Their main concern is that locating 
the parking on the north/east side would require people to cross two lanes of traffic in order to get 
between the on-street parking spaces and the residences in that portion of the roadway, where the 
sight distance for pedestrians and motorists is the poorest and there are no crosswalks or other 
protections for pedestrians. The ANC is sensitive to that concern and would support DDOT’s proposed 
change in location of the parking spaces from the north/east to the south/west side. The ANC is aware 
placing the parking lane on the south/west side of Tunlaw between Calvert Street and 3850 Tunlaw 
would reduce the number of on-street parking spaces. The Commission will monitor the comments to 
see if public comments indicate a different preference, and urges that DDOT give full consideration to 
the comments submitted by residents at that location in response to the current NOI. The 
Commissioners will continue to work with DDOT and the community on the specific details.  
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Section 2: Tunlaw Road, NW – 39th Street to 42nd Street 
This section [of Tunlaw Road] is 46-feet wide and includes a 2-foot median. Until the recent 
resurfacing, curbside bike lanes were present in each direction as seen below. With the proposed 
south/west side bikeway, space would be available on the opposite side to install approximately 
sixteen to nineteen parking spaces. In addition, the 39th Street "slip lane” will be closed since free 
right-turns cannot be made safely across a two-way bikeway. Right turns from Tunlaw Road will now 
be made at the all-way stop. This slip lane closure allows for the inclusion of approximately five 
additional RPP parking spaces along the edge of the roadway closure on 39th Street. 

 
ANC3B appreciates DDOT’s proposals to provide additional on-street parking spaces on the north/east 
side of Tunlaw Road between 39th and 42nd Street, and on the south/west side of Tunlaw Road where 
the “slip lane” would be removed at the intersection of 39th and Tunlaw. The Commission supports 
those proposals. See below for discussion of designation of those parking spaces. 
 
B. ADDITIONAL CROSSWALKS 
 

At 39th Street and at Fulton Street, the project proposes some additional high visibility painted 
crosswalks to increase the visibility to drivers of the pedestrian crossings. The project team is still 
investigating the feasibility of installing a crossing of Fulton Street [at Tunlaw Road]. The width, 
slope, storm drains, and the Colonnade entrance make this a challenging endeavor without a full 
reconstruction of the intersection.  

 
ANC3B concurs with DDOT’s recommendation for high-visibility painted crosswalks. Affected 
Commissioners would like to continue to participate with DDOT and residents in the discussion of design 
details for the intersection of Tunlaw and Fulton Street, which we identified as posing special safety risks 
from the beginning of this process. We will monitor any further design proposals affecting pedestrian 
crossings in that area, and provide further feedback as needed when DDOT offers updated options. 
 
C. PLACEMENT OF PROTECTED BIKE LANES 
 

After consideration of the parking, traffic, operations analysis and community feedback, both ANCs 
provided resolutions in support of a two-way protected bike lane on the south/west side of the road. 
The project team concurs with this choice as it has the least operational impacts, and the least potential 
conflicts with turning vehicles. 

 
ANC3B has expressed agreement with that recommendation in previous resolutions. The Commission 
continues to agree that it is preferable to locate two-way bike lanes on the south/west side of the street 
rather than on the north/east side of the street, because of the complications of installing bike lanes 
across the intersections and driveways on the north/east side at Fulton Street and at the Colonnade, as 
well as on New Mexico Avenue further north on the corridor. 
 
D. PARKING ON SOUTH/WEST SIDE OF NEW MEXICO AVENUE IN GLOVER PARK 
 

DDOT is investigating the removal of the approximately 180-foot concrete median [in the center of the 
street] to the northwest of 42nd Street. In this wider 46-foot section, approximately seven RPP parking 
spaces could potentially be preserved on the south/west side of the road, adjacent to the bikeway.  
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ANC3B concurs with DDOT’s new proposal to remove the median on New Mexico Avenue west of 42nd 
Street and maintain at least 7 parking spaces on the south/west side of New Mexico, between the 
protected bike lanes and the traffic lanes, adjacent to the intersection with 42nd Street. See below for 
ANC recommendation on designation of the on-street parking spaces. 
 
E. DESIGNATION OF ON-STREET PARKING SPACES (RPP, UNREGULATED, OR OTHERWISE) 
 

DDOT requests feedback on the following items in ANC3B: 
 
Section 1: Tunlaw Road, NW – Calvert Street to 39th Street 
  • The public’s preference on the designation of the parking spaces (RPP, unregulated, or a mixture) 

between Calvert Street and 3850 Tunlaw Road. 
 
Section 2: Tunlaw Road, NW – 39th Street to 42nd Street 
  • The public’s preference for the type of parking (RPP, unregulated, or a mixture) for the sixteen to 

nineteen spaces to be added [on Tunlaw Road] between 39th and 42nd Streets. 
 
The ANC3B letter to DDOT approved on July 14, 2022, included several points on the designation of on-
street parking. At that time the ANC called for: 
  - RPP designation for at least 15-20 of the parking spaces on Tunlaw between Calvert and 39th Street if 
DDOT provides on-street parking on the south/west side near Calvert.  
  - RPP designation for all 8 of the proposed new spaces on the north/east side of Tunlaw between 39th 
and 42nd Streets 
  - Unregulated parking in all 29 spaces on the north/east side of New Mexico Avenue within Glover 
Archbold Park (currently all RPP, at the request of residents of ANC3D in 2013) 
 
With the additional proposals for adjustments and several new comments from residents, the ANC has 
further comments on those questions: 
 
1. Tunlaw Road from Calvert Street to 39th Street 
On Tunlaw Road just north of Calvert Street, there are currently 21 existing on-street parking spaces that 
are designated as RPP parking. The Commission agrees that the total number of RPP spaces on Tunlaw 
between Calvert and 39th could potentially be greater than the 15-20 parking spaces that the ANC 
recommended in the July 14 letter, depending on comments DDOT receives and other changes that may 
be considered. ANC3B has received multiple requests from residents and businesses to maintain 
unregulated spaces on Tunlaw north of Calvert for visitors as well as for workers in the commercial area. 
The Commission asks that DDOT review all the public comments and continue to discuss the designation 
of parking spaces as RPP or unregulated, based on how some of these other considerations are resolved. 
 
Residents of the apartment buildings at 2626-2634 Tunlaw have submitted comments to the ANC and to 
DDOT requesting that parking spaces be maintained in front of their buildings. There currently are 7 
unregulated spaces on the south/west side of Tunlaw Road alongside those buildings. After reviewing 
the NOI, several residents have expressed an interest in seeing the parking spaces in front of their 
building be designated as RRP. The current DDOT suggestion for locating parking on the south/west side 
of Tunlaw between Calvert Street and 3850 Tunlaw calls for 15 RPP spaces, 3 unregulated, and spaces 3 
embassy spaces (substituting for the 3 embassy spaces now located on the north/east side of the 
street). Without more detailed information and drawings indicating where those spaces would be, it is 
difficult for the ANC or the public to have a clear picture of how that would work or whether it would 
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serve prospective parking needs. If the DDOT proposal would locate the 3 unregulated parking spaces in 
front of 2626-2634 Tunlaw, that should be reviewed based on the most recent comments. If the DDOT 
proposal would locate the 3 embassy spaces in front of 2626-2634 Tunlaw, that also should be reviewed 
(see below). The Commissioners would like to work with DDOT and the residents on the details of the 
parking arrangements, including the location of parking spaces and the designation of the spaces. 
ANC3B urges DDOT to give full consideration to recommendations that residents submit by the 
November 3 deadline about the designation of parking spaces in front of their buildings along the 
corridor as RPP or unregulated, and also hopes that DDOT will continue to work with the ANC and 
residents about these matters, as more details become available about the designs DDOT is proposing as 
well as comments from constituents. 
 
2. Slip Lane at Tunlaw and 39th Street 
In July, ANC3B had not yet seen the proposal to locate 5 parking spaces on the south/west side of 
Tunlaw where the slip lane is proposed to be removed, west of the intersection of 39th and Tunlaw. 
DDOT recommends designating those parking spaces RPP. ANC3B concurs with that recommendation, 
based on the proximity of those parking spaces to residences on and near the Tunlaw corridor. 
 
3. North/east side of Tunlaw between 39th and 42nd Street 
DDOT is proposing locating up to 16 parking spaces on the north/east side of the street where there are 
no parking spaces today on Tunlaw Road between 39th and 42nd Street. Of those spaces, 8 parking 
spaces would be located between 39th and Fulton, which adjoins a small stretch of public land where 
there are no residences, and the other parking spaces would be between Fulton and 42nd Street along 
the front of The Colonnade. Some residents and the manager at The Colonnade have suggested that the 
on-street parking spaces in front of their building be designated for delivery vehicles during weekdays 
(perhaps 7 am to 6 pm) to accommodate the large number of deliveries each day for residents by FedEx, 
UPS, USPS, and other delivery vehicles. The height restriction for vehicles using the entrance drive at The 
Colonnade (8 feet 9 inches) prevents full-size delivery trucks from using the circular driveway that runs 
past the front door, so large delivery vehicles generally park illegally near the entrance to the driveway 
on Fulton Street or in illegal spots on Tunlaw Road, creating obstructions to traffic as well as increased 
safety risks for pedestrians and others using the roadway. ANC3B has not received any requests on 
DDOT’s proposed designation of those parking spaces as RRP. We trust if this matter is a significant 
interest, residents or building management at The Colonnade will submit written comments to DDOT. 
 
The only formal correspondence that ANC3B received from The Colonnade was a letter dated May 9, 
2022, from Susan Fritschler, President of the Board of Directors of the Colonnade Condominium Council 
of Co-Owners, stating that The Colonnade needed “daily parking for at least 40 vehicles to support the 
services to the Condominium and its 514 residents.” The letter cited particular need for parking by 
“contractors, cleaning services, care givers, family and friends.” The ANC’s recommendation in the July 
14 letter therefore was that the goal of 40 parking spaces could be met by the 29 parking spaces DDOT 
was proposing to preserve on the north/east side of New Mexico in Glover Archbold Park plus the 11 
spaces DDOT was proposing to add on Tunlaw between 39th and 42nd Streets.  
 
Because many people coming to The Colonnade for repairs, renovations, health work, or visits often stay 
longer than 2 hours, and Colonnade residents are not eligible to request Parking Permits through the 
District’s ParkDC system for visitors, contractors, or health aides, the Commission concluded that the 40 
parking spaces The Colonnade was requesting would need to be designated as unregulated spaces, on 
the north/east side of Tunlaw between 39th and 42nd Street, as well as on New Mexico Avenue in Glover 
Archbold Park (see below). 
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At the time of those discussions, DDOT was not yet considering maintaining any of the parking spaces on 
the south/west side of New Mexico Avenue. With DDOT’s proposed addition of potentially 7 parking 
spaces on the south/west side of New Mexico just west of 42nd Street, that would bring the total 
number of on-street parking spaces to 36 on New Mexico Avenue within Glover Archbold Park, just 4 
spaces short of the total of 40 spaces that the May 9 letter from The Colonnade Condominium Council 
had requested. That would mean that the full number of spaces in front of The Colonnade would not be 
needed to meet the goal of 40 spaces, and could be designated for some other purpose.  
 
The ANC therefore is not expressing a preference for the designation of the potential 8 on-street parking 
spaces on Tunlaw in front of The Colonnade between Fulton and 42nd Street, but would urge that DDOT 
give full consideration to recommendations submitted by representatives of The Colonnade and its 
neighbors at 4000 Tunlaw about how the on-street parking space in their block could best be used, 
whether for unregulated parking or for short-term stopping for delivery vehicles. 
 
4. New Mexico Avenue west of 42nd Street 
ANC3B continues to favor designating the parking spaces on New Mexico Avenue within Glover 
Archbold as unregulated, not RPP, in response to the interest expressed by The Colonnade to allow 
daytime parking longer than two hours for visitors, contractors, home health aides and others working 
at their building. That position could be affected by changes not currently anticipated. (At this time, 
residents at The Colonnade, as well as 4000 Tunlaw, the condominium across the street, are not eligible 
for RPP. That means that they are not able to get parking permits for their visitors, contractors, or home 
health aides to allow them to park more than two hours in RPP spaces, and also cannot park their own 
vehicles in RPP parking spaces for more than two hours. The residents of those buildings could choose to 
change that status, which might affect their preference on the designation of on-street parking spaces 
close to their building.) 
 
F. GENERAL POINTS RE RPP PARKING 
 
ANC3B’s July 14 letter posed a question about which buildings DDOT would make eligible for RPP 
parking, if additional parking on Tunlaw and potentially also New Mexico Avenue is designated RPP. At 
present, all the condominium/apartment buildings with addresses on Tunlaw between Calvert Street 
and Fulton Street are included in the DDOT map of residences that are RPP-eligible. That means the 
residents of those buildings can pay with their vehicle registration to obtain parking permits for their 
own vehicles and can also obtain temporary parking passes for their visitors, contractors, and health 
aides. (As noted above, the two buildings on the Tunlaw-New Mexico corridor in ANC3B that are not 
covered in the map of RPP-eligible locations are The Colonnade and 4000 Tunlaw Road.) If DDOT adds 
RPP parking spaces to serve residents on Tunlaw Road north of Calvert, the agency should make clear to 
residents of those buildings on the corridor whether or not they are RPP eligible.  
 
All but 21 of the existing on-street parking spaces on the south/west side of Tunlaw Road between 
Calvert Street and 39th Street are currently designated as unregulated parking. All the existing on-street 
parking spaces on the north/east side of that same portion of Tunlaw Road are currently designated as 
unregulated parking, except for 3 spaces just south of the rear gate to the Russian embassy complex 
that are now designated for use by diplomatic vehicles from the Embassy of Russia.  
 
As members of the community have mentioned in discussions of DDOT’s bike lane proposals for Tunlaw 
and New Mexico, a significant number of those using unregulated parking spaces on Tunlaw Road are 
workers in the Glover Park commercial area who do not have sufficient alternatives for parking 
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elsewhere in the area during their daytime or evening shifts. That is the reason why DDOT 
recommended locating unregulated parking on Tunlaw Road north of Calvert, following the 2007 Glover 
Park Transportation Study. In its July 14 letter, ANC3B recommended that DDOT should work with the 
community to identify at least 20 parking spaces elsewhere in the area that could be used by employees 
from the commercial area to park during their work shifts, which would free up more parking spaces for 
residents to use on Tunlaw during the day and in the evening. (RPP restrictions do not apply overnight.) 
 
There are several other demands for parking spaces on Tunlaw north of Calvert. Some people are going 
to the visa office at the Russian embassy, which is located across the street from 2626-2634 Tunlaw and 
the Georgetown North condominiums. If those visitors can conclude their visa business in less than two 
hours, they could use either RPP or unregulated parking spaces. But in either case, those visitors reduce 
the number of parking spaces available to residents. In addition, some residents living in apartments on 
Tunlaw may have vehicles they have not registered in the District, but they have generally been able to 
park on the street without penalty. Particularly during COVID-19, parking restrictions were not being 
enforced, including Registration of Out of State Automobiles (ROSA) requirements. In recent months, 
residents have observed that ROSA warnings and citations are now being issued for out-of-state vehicles 
parked overnight repeatedly on Tunlaw Road. Increased enforcement is likely to encourage residents to 
change their vehicle registration to avoid ROSA citations and also pay for Ward 3 parking stickers so they 
can use RPP parking spaces. That could prompt more interest among residents in having additional 
parking spaces be designated as RPP on Tunlaw Road north of Calvert. The ANC Commissioners remain 
concerned that workers in the Glover Park commercial area, people with business to conduct in the 
area, as well as visitors and residents should not be left without practical alternatives after DDOT installs 
protected bike lanes on the Tunlaw/New Mexico corridor north of Calvert. 
 
G. EMBASSY PARKING 
 
One of the uses for parking spaces on Tunlaw north of Calvert is for Russian embassy officials and staff 
going to the Russian embassy complex. There are currently three parking spaces on the north/east side 
of Tunlaw Road just south of the main motor vehicle entrance to the embassy complex which are signed 
“No Standing or Parking Monday - Friday 7 am - 6:30 pm except for Embassy of Russia Diplomatic 
Vehicles.” Those spaces are not used by diplomatic vehicles much of the time, but on occasion there are 
one or more diplomatic vehicles in those parking spaces. If DDOT decides to place all the other on-street 
parking between Calvert and 39th Street on the south/west side of the street, it would seem advisable 
get input from the Embassy of Russia about the need to maintain some parking spaces for diplomatic 
vehicles in or near that location. The U.S. Department of State is the agency that generally works with 
embassies on matters of this kind.  
 
DDOT’s previous plans for locating parking on the south/west side of Tunlaw do not show any on-street 
parking spaces for a distance of about 300 feet between the first “No Parking” signs west of 3850 
Tunlaw and the first parking spaces in front of 2626-2634 Tunlaw. It would be useful for DDOT to 
examine whether there could be room on the north/east side of Tunlaw near the rear gate to the 
embassy to place 2 or 3 parking spaces for diplomatic vehicles close to where they are now located. That 
would seem preferable to designating parking spaces for Russian diplomatic vehicles on the south/west 
side of the street, at a distance from the embassy gate, where the spaces would otherwise be available 
for public use by residents and others going to the apartments and condominiums. Individuals going to 
the visa office at the embassy do not use the parking spaces designated for diplomatic vehicles. If they 
arrive by personal motor vehicle, they generally use on-street parking on Tunlaw or other nearby 
streets, though many use ride services, take public transportation, or use other transportation options. 
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H. PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
 
Transit service to Glover Park remains at low levels compared to pre-COVID operations and WMATA 
does not have any timetable for returning to the pre-pandemic bus schedules. Previously the ANC3B 
area had much more frequent bus service in peak times, including the D1 from Tunlaw Road, the 37 
“limited” weekday peak hour service using Massachusetts Avenue, as well as the 30 lines on Wisconsin 
Avenue. It will be important for the ANC and DDOT to continue to monitor this situation and work to 
ensure adequate public transportation serving the area.  
 
To meet the District’s Clean Energy, environmental and sustainable transportation goals, the ability of 
residents and visitors to shift from using personal motor vehicles will depend heavily on availability of 
quality public transit. The ANC continues to advocate for policies and operations that meet the range of 
mobility needs in the area, including alternative modes of transportation, to serve workers, families, 
seniors, and people with disabilities, with effective provisions for pick-ups and drop-offs as well as 
parking when people do not have effective options to using personal motor vehicles.  
 


