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In February, the Mayor submitted to the Council her plan to close and replace the DC General 
emergency family shelter. The plan would create smaller, better-run shelter facilities in 
neighborhoods throughout the District. I support the concept behind the Mayor’s plan because it 
prevents neighborhoods from combatting one another over the location of the shelters and allows 
for more effective service provision to families in crisis. 
 
Though I think the approach is correct, the Council must explore the plan’s cost, the sites 
selected, and whether the proposed plan will enable the District to continue to meet its legal 
obligation to shelter families experiencing homelessness in the future. 
 
On March 17th I held a hearing on the proposed plan. Many residents expressed concern over 
issues such as seemingly exorbitant lease costs, a lack of transparency in how sites were selected, 
and zoning issues. As a result of the hearing we learned that over the life of each proposed lease, 
the District will pay tens of millions of dollars for land and improvements that will be turned 
over to developers at the conclusion of each lease. Furthermore, the process used to select each 
site remains unclear and does not seem to have considered all possible District-owned parcels. 
Also, advocates highlighted potential environmental issues with the proposed Ward 5 site. 
Finally, it is unclear that required zoning variances at each of the proposed sites can be secured 
in a timely manner. 
 
The Council has requested additional information from the Mayor to explain the reasonableness 
of the proposed costs, site selection, and the structure of the proposed deals. While the Council is 
prepared to move ahead once we are able to determine that the proposed course is prudent, we 
must ensure that tax-payers’ money is spent efficiently and effectively. Each dollar spent 
unwisely is a dollar that cannot be spent to end homelessness for a family or individual in the 
District. 
 
The Council is committed to moving to close DC General as soon as possible, however, we must 
be sure that we are doing the right thing in the right way. 
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