GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
ADVISoRY NEIGHBoRHooD CoMMISSIoN 38
GLOVER PART AND CATHEDRAL HEIGHTS
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March 23,2015

Anita Bonds
At-Large Member, DC Council
Wilson Building, Suite 100
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20004
Dear Councilmember Bonds,
Thank you for your invitation to comment in support of grant-making by Advisory
Neighborhood Commissions. ANC3B has a long-standing commitment to using the funding
allocated to us solely for the purpose of supporting projects that serve the interests of the
residents of Glover Park and Cathedral Heights.

We understand the need to ensure accountability for public dollars and the importance of
using tax revenue to benefit taxpayers. We have no problem with additional oversight and
welcome clear and concise grant-making guidelines. However, we strongly believe that
giving grants to small, local groups in a timely way is an activity that is best carried out by
those with eyes and ears on the ground.
One of the keys to assuring accountability for ANC grant funds is that the grantees and their
projects are part of our community. The applicants have to come to a meeting and stand in
front of their neighbors to explain what they are going to do with the grant money and answer
questions from both Commissioners and neighbors. Once the grant is made, we all see the
results: a popular path in the local park is cleared of debris and made safer for walkers by the
local Boy Scout troop; middle school students have more choices for extracurricular reading
in the school library; seniors who no longer can live on their own are informed about
affordable housing options.
ANC grant-making also helps build bridges between the District's government and its
residents who are made aware through the ANC's activities that the city is in touch with their
needs. lt is our experience that people often come to ANC meetings and learn about the
work that both the ANC and the District are doing because the ANC gives small grants to
support projects in the community.
We also believe that ANC grant-making can supplement and support city services in ways
that recognize the unique needs of different neighborhoods. We would welcome a review of
grant restrictions that prevent ANCs from supplementing the work of District agencies in
certain instances, particularly with regard to strengthening our public schools and recreation
centers. We also support clarifying the intent of restrictions against using ANC funds for the
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purchase of clothing or food. ANC3B has supported a program held at the local Boys and
Girls Club to teach healthy eating habits, which included lessons in food preparation. We
also helped purchase re-useable cheerleading uniforms for the citywide cheerleading classes
held at Glover Park Community Center. ln both instances, any funds spent on food or
clothing offered lastlng benefits.

We urge you, and the Council as a whole, to continue to support the authority of ANCs to
give small grants for the benefit of District residents and their communities. Thank you.

Jab.Kie Blumenthal

For the Commission

jackieblumenthal@aol.com
202-333-7488
3515 W Place NW
Washington, DC 20007

