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Resolution to DC Council on Tougher Penalties for Unsafe Operation of ATVs and Other  
Off-Road Vehicles on Public Space, Options for Treatment of Impounded Vehicles, and Establishment  

of a Dedicated Off-Road Course for Residents to Operate These Vehicles Safely and Legally 
 

Whereas, the safety of pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and other users of the District of Columbia’s streets is 
increasingly at risk from individuals operating All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) and other off-road vehicles on 
public space at dangerous speeds and while conducting high-risk maneuvers such as “wheelies”; 
Whereas, District law already prohibits the operation of ATVs and other off-road vehicles on public streets; 
Whereas, the Metropolitan Police Department has limited ability to curtail dangerous and illegal operation of 
these vehicles for multiple reasons: the official “no-chase” policy, the fact that operating those vehicles is 
currently classified as a misdemeanor, and the numerous legal obstacles that make it difficult to destroy 
impounded ATVs and other off-road vehicles secured after their users are apprehended operating them in a 
dangerous manner on the District’s streets; 
Whereas, traffic safety is a top priority of the District under the Mayor’s “Vision Zero” program; 
Whereas, there is currently no facility within the District of Columbia for users of ATVs and other off-road 
vehicles to operate them safely in an area that is separated from public roads; 
Therefore, be it RESOLVED that ANC3B urges the Council of the District of Columbia to consider increasing 
the penalties for the operation of ATVs and other off-road vehicles in a dangerous manner and developing other 
programs to prevent operation of ATVs and other off-road vehicles in ways that threaten the health and safety of 
riders and others; 
Be it FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC3B urges the Council of the District of Columbia to explore ways to 
make it easier to destroy ATVs and other off-road vehicles impounded after their users were apprehended 
operating them in a dangerous manner on the District’s streets, particularly after the most serious and repeated 
violations; 
Be it FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC3B urges the Mayor and the Council of the District of Columbia to 
identify a suitable space to establish a facility – for example at the parking lot of RFK Stadium – where ATVs 
and other off-road vehicles can be operated in a safe, responsible way, separated from public roads; 
Be it FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman or his designees are authorized to represent the Commission on 
this matter. 

This Resolution was APPROVED by a vote of   5 - 0   at a duly noticed public meeting of ANC 3B on 
Thursday, July 14, 2022, at which a quorum was present. (Three of the five members constitute a quorum.) 
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