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June 7, 2022 
 
Mr. Everett Lott 
Director, DC Department of Transportation 
250 M Street SE 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
 

RE: Completing DDOT Community Engagement Process on Safety Improvement Project 
on Tunlaw Road and New Mexico Avenue in ANC3B 

 
Dear Director Lott:  
 
At the May 19 ANC3B public meeting, at which DDOT was represented, our Commission announced that we 
plan to take a vote at our regularly scheduled public meeting on July 14, on a formal response RE DDOT’s new 
preliminary designs for bike lanes on New Mexico Avenue and Tunlaw Road north of Calvert Street NW, based 
on all questions and comments from the public and from the Commissioners. DDOT presented those 
preliminary designs to the ANC at our public meeting on April 14, 2022, and has been working on adjustments 
to some of the engineering drawings since that time, which were not ready to share with us at the time of our 
monthly public meeting on June 9. We are following our stated timetable, which was communicated to DDOT, 
and will continue to review any new materials as we receive them from DDOT and prepare our response.  
 
The timeline DDOT shared with the Commission in the April 14 slide presentation shows that the Community 
Engagement process will run through Spring/Summer 2022, and DDOT plans to issue a formal Notice of Intent 
(NOI) at the end of that process. We are sharing the comments we have compiled to date, and continue to gather 
additional input up to the time of our July meeting, as part of our responsibility for Community Engagement. 
 
We urge that DDOT follow its commitment to receive and consider the comments, questions, and suggestions 
from the ANC and the public before arriving at a final design and issuing an NOI.   
 
We have recently received an email from DDOT Community Engagement Specialist Christian Piñeiro, our very 
effective communications link between the agency and ANC3B, indicating that DDOT is thinking of issuing an 
NOI for the prospective project on Tunlaw Road and New Mexico Avenue in the next several weeks. While that 
does not provide a precise time period, the next several weeks could potentially include the end of June and the 
first weeks of July, before the community and the Commission have even provided a response to DDOT on the 
designs, which are still evolving. It also could mean late July into August, which is the worst time of year for 
the. ANC, community organizations, and the public to review an important proposal and provide comments.   
 
We would strongly discourage DDOT from issuing an NOI in mid- to late July with a due date in August, before 
many residents or the ANC or the Glover Park Citizens Association could reconvene after their summer breaks 
and prepare comments to submit to the agency.  
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Our Commission has been working with DDOT Bicycle Program Specialists and other members of the Active 
Transportation Branch of DDOT to bring accurate information to the residents of our community that is both 
helpful and necessary for them and our Commission to participate effectively in the Community Engagement 
Process related to the prospective bike lanes and other safety improvements on Tunlaw Road and New Mexico 
Avenue. DDOT first made a presentation to the Commission on a potential project on the New Mexico, Tunlaw 
and 37th Street NW corridor, including protected bike lanes and other safety-related changes, at the ANC3B 
Public Meeting in January 2021, to launch the Community Engagement Process. We have been engaging in that 
process since that time, reviewing the additional data and revised plans provided by DDOT through 2021 and 
hosting three additional interim presentations by DDOT and numerous other discussions throughout last year, in 
the initial phase.  
 
At the beginning of 2022, DDOT announced its decision to remove from its plans the portion of the corridor on 
Tunlaw Road and 37th Street south of Calvert Street NW, and refocus on New Mexico Avenue and Tunlaw 
Road north of Calvert Street NW, based on public comments received up to that point and the ANC3B letter of 
November 2021 expressing our general principles for the project. In that same letter, our Commission also 
requested that DDOT present clear maps, diagrams and “renderings” showing designs that DDOT was 
considering for the remaining portions of the corridor. We also suggested one specific option for placing 
protected bike lanes on New Mexico Avenue and Tunlaw Road that DDOT had not yet mapped but appeared to 
meet DDOT’s safety engineering standards as well as the preferences expressed by neighboring ANC3D and 
multiple comments we had received.  It was in response to that request that DDOT presented its set of 
preliminary designs and project renderings at the ANC3B Public Meeting on April 14, 2022. That marked the 
first time that DDOT commissioned renderings to illustrate to residents what the specific options would look 
like on the ground, so they could make a practical assessment of what the prospective changes would mean on 
the streets where the people live or travel. 
 
In early May, several Commissioners shared questions with the DDOT Bicycle Program Specialists about the 
details of some of the potential safety improvements, notably at the complex intersection of Tunlaw Road and 
Fulton Street NW where many residents have noted concerns about safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, 
and people using other mobility devices. DDOT indicated to us that some adjustments to the designs were 
needed to respond to those comments and concerns, and new engineering drawings would be ready to share in 
coming weeks, but we are not expecting those until after the ANC3B June public meeting.   
 
The ANC3B Commissioners and residents still had additional questions and comments about the preliminary 
designs and project renderings which we hoped to address in further discussions, including at the ANC3B public 
meeting on May 19, when we scheduled time for the community to talk about DDOT’s new designs.  We are 
were expecting to have one of the DDOT Bicycle Program Specialists participate in the ANC3B May 19 public 
meeting to answer questions, but that did not work out. We are holding an additional discussion at our regularly 
scheduled meeting today, and are continuing to receive public comments which we will share with DDOT.  
 
We would be happy to discuss any of these matters further and hope the agency will not hesitate to contact us 
with any questions or perspectives on this matter. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Brian Turmail 
Chairman 
 
This letter was approved by a vote of   4 – 0   at a duly noticed public meeting of the Commission on June 9, 
2022, at which a quorum was present. (Three of the five Commissioners constitute a quorum.)  By this vote, the 
Commission also voted to designate Chairman Brian Turmail or his designee to represent ANC3B on this matter. 


