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March 10, 2022 
 
To: Ward 3 Redistricting Task Force 
 
Thank you for your request for comments on establishing SMD boundaries in ANCs in Ward 3. We appreciate 
the chance to share our recommendations. 
 

We urge the task force to: 
  a. Draw the boundaries for a Single Member District (SMD) that would include all the areas proposed for 
assignment to ANC3B from Foxhall Village, Colony Hill, Berkley, Foxhall Crescent and Wesley Heights, west 
of Glover Park between Foxhall Road and Glover Archbold Park north to Cathedral Avenue (“Foxhall SMD”), 
so that SMD will be entirely in areas west of Glover Archbold Park.  
  b. Reassign that proposed SMD to the ANC the task force is proposing in the “MacArthur and Massachusetts” 
area, joining the other parts of Foxhall Village and nearby areas along Foxhall Road, west of Glover Archbold 
Park, so that SMD is in the same ANC as adjoining areas west of Glover Archbold Park, as is the case today. 
  c. Create a second SMD from the two Census blocks on New Mexico Avenue north of Cathedral Avenue and 
west of Glover Archbold Park which are currently in ANC3D08 (Census Tract 8.03, Census Blocks 2000 and 
3000) and the task force map also proposes to be part of ANC3B. 
  d. Because those blocks would no longer have a contiguous border with ANC3B after the Foxhall SMD has 
been reassigned to the “MacArthur and Massachusetts” ANC, reassign them to the new ANC just to the north, 
which is labeled on the task force map as “Middle Wisconsin.” That ANC includes adjoining Census blocks 
with other apartment/condominium buildings similar to those in 3D08 and is designed to serve a high density 
population largely living in multi-family buildings, so this would seem a logical location.  
 

Those recommendations would mean that the ANC on “Lower Wisconsin” would have 5 SMDs within the 
Glover Park-Cathedral Heights area. It is our view, based on our experience as Commissioners in ANC3B, that 
the current ANC works well and has been effective at serving the neighborhood with 5 Commissioners.  
 

We have also received strong support from the Glover Park Citizens Association and the Glover Park Main 
Street in previous comments, and from the Stoddert Elementary School PTO and LSAT, and other residents for 
our recommendations not to add to ANC3B the two SMDs west of Glover Archbold Park and instead to 
maintain an ANC in this community that corresponds to the neighborhood area, with 5 Commissioners. We are 
attaching the two previous letters signed by the five Commissioners and sent to the task force on February 22 
and March 4, to incorporate these as part of the official statements of the Advisory Neighborhood Commission.  
 

Thank you again for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Brian Turmail 
Chair  
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Please note: ANC3B had not previously taken an official position on the 2022 Ward 3 redistricting 
process or plans. The five individual ANC Commissioners had joined in submitting two statements to 
the task force (attached), dated February 22 and March 4, 2022, speaking as individuals, which we 
would now like to incorporate with this letter as official statements of ANC3B. 
 
Neither ANC3B nor individual Commissioners endorsed a proposed “Neighborhood Voice Map.” Task 
force members may have received a draft of slides for a March 8 presentation to the task force that 
listed ANC3B among the endorsers, because the sponsors had hoped to get the Commission’s 
support. The Commissioners made clear to the sponsors that the ANC had not taken any official 
position on that map or other maps, and could not be described as supporting or opposing anything 
unless the Commission as a whole had taken an official vote at a duly noticed public meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This letter was approved by a vote of 5-0 at a duly noticed public meeting of ANC3B on March 10, 
2022, at which a quorum was present. (Three of the five Commissioners constitute a quorum.) By this 
same vote, the Commission designated the Chairman or his designee to represent ANC3B on this 
matter. 
 
  



 
 

Letter from Individual Commissioners of ANC3B to the RE Ward 3 Redistricting Task Force 
March 4, 2022 

 
Thank you for your call for public comments on redistricting for ANCs in Ward 3. We know you have 
undertaken a challenging job, with a fixed time for completing your task, so we particularly appreciate the 
decision to reach out this week for feedback from residents and others who are affected by the location and 
operations of ANCs and Single Member Districts (SMDs) in the ward.  
 
As you may recall, the five current Commissioners in ANC3B joined with community leaders in the 
Commission area of Glover Park-Cathedral Heights in sending an Open Letter to Councilmember Mary Cheh 
and the Ward 3 Redistricting Task Force to express our perspectives earlier in this process. That message was 
shared with the task force members on Tuesday, February 22, and was therefore not in time to be considered 
before the members completed the maps presented at that night’s meeting, but we want to take this additional 
opportunity to have our comments taken into account.  
 
We are submitting our views as individual members of the ANC and representatives for our community. We 
particularly emphasize our conviction that the Advisory Neighborhood Commission boundaries should not be 
redrawn in a way that would force areas into an ANC that are not oriented to the same community or corridor, 
do not share the same local issues and interests, and are separated by significant natural geographic boundaries 
from the established neighborhood that the ANC was created to serve.  
 
The five Commissioners in Glover Park-Cathedral Heights (ANC3B) share the concerns that residents of 
Foxhall Village have expressed about the Ward 3 Redistricting Task Force proposal to combine our 
neighborhoods into the same Advisory Neighborhood Commission. We oppose the proposed future boundaries 
for ANC3B, labeled "Glover-Archbold" on the map that the task force presented and voted to move forward at 
its meeting on March 1, 2022. There are better ways to adjust boundary lines of SMDs and ANCs, if needed to 
accommodate changes in population, which is what the DC law governing redistricting calls for after the U.S. 
Census every 10 years.  
 
It does not make sense to divide the Foxhall Village community at Foxhall Road, as the redistricting task force 
has proposed, and assign one half of the neighborhood to a different ANC that serves very different 
neighborhoods. That half is not even logically connected to Glover Park and Cathedral Heights either by 
pedestrian pathways or along the street network. The proposed boundaries do not follow the task force’s 
standards for an ANC:  Foxhall Village is not on the Wisconsin Avenue corridor, and is separated from Glover 
Park by distinct geographic boundaries created by Glover Archbold Park and Whitehaven Parkway. The 
residents of Foxhall Village identify with the adjoining parts of their neighborhood and the current ANC3D and 
are oriented to areas on Foxhall Road and MacArthur Boulevard, not to Wisconsin Avenue and the Glover Park 
commercial area. We support the people of Foxhall Village in their determination to keep their clear and 
cohesive community in the same ANC.  
 
As we have previously expressed to the task force, we also continue to advocate for maintaining the effective 
ANC that now serves our community, with the 5 SMDs in Glover Park and Cathedral Heights, where residents 
also have a strong and coherent identity. As task force members themselves have recognized, ANC3B has been 
functioning very effectively and serving the neighborhood well with 5 Commissioners, dealing with local issues, 
giving voice to area residents and businesses, and addressing important needs of the community as well as the 
District as a whole. 
 
In District law and through the history of the city since Home Rule began in 1979, there is not and never has 
been a prescribed or recommended size for an ANC, in population or area. The ANCs were established to 
correspond to the size and nature of the neighborhoods where people live. The task force has acknowledged the 
importance of the principle that ANCs should serve and correspond to the areas where people live and carry out 
their daily activities in their neighborhood. We hope to see that principle carried out in the final maps the task 
force adopts for our community and other communities in Ward 3. 
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We are happy to work with our neighbors across Glover Archbold Park, just as we work with our neighboring 
ANCs in Georgetown-Burleith and Woodley Park/Cleveland Park/Cathedral Commons/McLean Gardens when 
we share issues and interests. But we strongly advise that the task force keep the entirety of Foxhall Village in 
the same ANC that serves that area and the adjoining areas that are currently part of ANC3D, and also maintain 
the ANC that serves the “lower Wisconsin” area, oriented to that high density corridor, which has its own 
distinct characteristics and “center of gravity,” meeting the task force’s stated standards for a Commission area. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Brian Turmail, Chair 
Jackie Blumenthal, Vice Chair 
Elizabeth Elson 
Melissa Lane 
Ann Mladinov 
 (all 5 of the Commissioners of ANC3B serving Glover Park-Cathedral Heights) 
  



Open Letter to Councilmember Cheh and Members of the Ward 3 Redistricting Task Force 
 
We, the undersigned, want to express our deep concerns about the proposals being forwarded by the 
Ward 3 Redistricting Task Force and the lack of representation and participation by residents and other 
stakeholders beyond the now-10 voting members of the task force. 
 
We live in one of the established neighborhoods that was identified as a location for an Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission when our system of local governance was adopted in 1979. We believe the 
Glover Park neighborhood has become stronger and better since that time, partly because of the work and 
service of ANC3B.  
 
The DC Municipal Code calls for redistricting every 10 years, after the census, to “adjust” the boundaries of 
Single Member Districts to account for changes in population, and then adjust ANC boundaries as 
necessary to fit the population changes in the SMDs. The task force has turned that process on its head, 
looking for ways to redefine all the neighborhoods in order to respond to a list of complaints about a few 
ANCs in the ward.  
 
We are standing up for both the process as it was intended and the neighborhoods that are well served by 
existing ANCs.  
 
On February 15, the Ward 3 Task Force presented two preliminary maps of ANC and SMD boundaries in 
its virtual public meeting. Both maps that the group is moving forward to develop and submit to the DC 
Council at the end of March would erase the current boundaries of ANC3B along Glover Archbold Park 
and combine ANC3B with the area west of Glover Archbold Park in Wesley Heights and Sutton Place on 
New Mexico Avenue (current ANC Districts 3D01 and 3D08), doubling the area represented by ANC3B.  
 
In addition, the plan that was most favored by the task force would also include the campus of American 
University in the new Glover Park/Wesley Heights ANC, adding two more Commissioners to the new 
ANC3B who would come from and be elected by the nearly 4,000 students living on the AU campus.  
 
That proposal would expand the number of Commissioners on ANC3B from 5 to either 9 or 10, with close 
to half of them representing areas that are not in Glover Park and are not along the Wisconsin Avenue 
corridor. 
 
Not only would this proposal be a radical departure from the Advisory Neighborhood Commission that has 
served the Glover Park area since District Home Rule began in 1979, it also goes against the stated 
decision-making criteria of the task force. 
 
The task force members set out a number of principles for identifying neighborhoods that should have an 
ANC: 

• a single main street or corridor, such as Wisconsin Avenue; 
• a single “center of gravity” such as a commercial area where residents can shop, dine, and 

socialize;  
• an elementary school, a rec center, a Main Street program, a citizens’ association; 
• a “cohesive" community that people identify with. 

 
These criteria are currently being met by the current ANC3B in Glover Park-Cathedral Heights, but that 
would not be the case with the task force’s proposed new boundaries that combine Glover Park and 
Cathedral Heights with Wesley Heights, Sutton Place and American University.  
 
The task force discussions have been primarily focused on breaking up ANC3C which serves Cleveland 
Park and Woodley Park (which has 9 Commissioners) and ANC3D which serves Wesley Heights-Foxhall-
MacArthur Boulevard-Palisades-Spring Valley (which has 10). Part of the task force's rationale for making 
changes in those ANCs is that 9 or 10 members is too large for one ANC to be able to function effectively; 
there are too many issues coming up at meetings that are not known or important to many of the members; 
the meetings go on for too long; and there is little chance for hyperlocal concerns of residents to be heard. 
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However, if ANC3B were expanded to 9 or 10 members, that would mean our ANC would be facing exactly 
the same problems the task force members claim they are trying to avoid for other ANCs.  
 
We believe that in its zeal to break up ANC3C and ANC3D, the task force has shown no regard for its own 
criteria in drawing boundaries for ANC3B. Because the task force does not include anyone from Glover 
Park and Cathedral Heights who could stand up for our cohesive neighborhood and effective ANC, the 
task force is using Glover Park-Cathedral Heights as a place to put areas that present challenges for other 
neighborhoods and don’t fit neatly into its agenda. We believe there are other ways to configure the 
boundaries so all neighborhoods are respected and represented.  
 
It is critical that the Council and the task force understand that residents want effective representation from 
their ANCs. If ANC3B were expanded to include areas with few interests or concerns in common with 
Glover Park, not only would the area lose its effective Commission but it will be even more difficult to get 
candidates to serve the community as Commissioners, a time-consuming, totally volunteer responsibility 
that is essential to getting the city services and the voice on District issues that residents are promised 
under the ANC system. 
 
We urge the members of the task force to do the following and ask Councilmember Cheh to support this 
request: 
 

• Respect the process of redistricting which is about adjusting boundaries based on population 
changes, not gerrymandering;  

• Reconsider the task force's refusal to meet or consult with communities and sitting ANC 
Commissioners or give weight to comments from existing ANCs, citizens’ associations or other 
community groups; and  

• Follow its own stated criteria for defining ANC areas. The Glover Park and Cathedral Heights 
neighborhoods will oppose any proposal that makes our ANC less effective in its representation of 
our residents. 

 
Signed by: 
 
Brian Turmail, Chair, ANC3B; Commissioner ANC3B-05 
Jackie Blumenthal, Commissioner ANC3B-02 
Ann Mladinov, Commissioner ANC3B-01 
Melissa Lane, Commissioner ANC3B-03 
Elizabeth Elson, Commissioner ANC3B-04 
Maggie Simpson, President, Glover Park Citizens' Association  
Kate Dean, Executive Director, Glover Park Main Street  
 
February 22, 2022 
 


