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Minutes of ANC3B Special Meeting
August 10, 2022 7:00 p.m.

This was a “virtual” public meeting held by Zoom under the District emergency legislation allowing ANCs to
hold meetings, count quorums, and take votes with Commissioners participating online instead of in person,
along with members of the public. All five ANC3B Commissioners were participating: Chairman Brian Turmail
(3B05) and Commissioners Ann Mladinov (3B01), Jackie Blumenthal (3B02), Melissa Lane (3B03), and Elizabeth
Elson (3B04), which provided a quorum. (Three of the five Commissioners constitute a quorum.)

Public notice was provided 7 days in advance of the special meeting, as required.

Chairman Turmail opened the meeting at 7:01 pm. It was not necessary to approve the agenda because a
Special Meeting is designed to cover just one topic: Presentation by Amitie Enterprises of plans to operate a
Medical Marijuana Dispensary at 2216 Wisconsin Avenue and vote on whether to support the application.

Commissioner Blumenthal, whose Single Member District includes that address, introduced the issue. The
Council had established a process for the DC Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration (ABRA) to review
the applicants for the one additional license available for an additional Medical Marijuana Dispensary (MMD)
in the city, which could be awarded for either Ward 3 or Ward 5. The application in question is one of six
finalists ABRA selected in Ward 3. The applicant is proposing to open an MMD at the current location of a
Subway restaurant, using in the street front shop and a two-story residence in the rear of the property.

The ANC had previously heard a presentation at its April public meeting and took a vote at the July 14 public
meeting about another application for an MMD in the Commission area, which would have been located at
2232 Wisconsin Avenue, the current site of Laliguras restaurant, but that applicant was not chosen as a finalist.
The ANC learned about the second application in the area on July 15 when ABRA released the list of finalists.
The due date was August 22 for ANC comments to be submitted on any applications in the Commission area,
with specific focus on neighborhood impacts. When the meeting was scheduled, the ANC issued a request for
public comments and had tabulated the responses. Commissioner. Blumenthal summarized the comments,
which were opposed by a small majority, largely centered on the proximity of the proposed MMD to residents
directly behind and adjoining the location.

Licensed cannabis sales are authorized by emergency rulemaking enacted by the D.C. Council and regulated by
the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration (ABRA). Customers must complete a registration process. In
early July, the Council amended the law that required each customer to present a prescription from a medical
doctor. The law now allows individuals to self-certify their medical need for marijuana in order to be allowed
to purchase cannabis products.
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The team representing Amitie Enterprises included Sulee Clay, Miya Gray, Khadijah Tribble, Alfred “Chip”
Durham, and Jennifer Smith. They presented their backgrounds in business management, law, security,
restaurants and customer service, health, and advocacy for cannabis. They also presented their values and
goals for the MMD, focusing on a safe, comfortable (and smoke-free) environment for customers, and also
opportunities to increase awareness of values of cannabis for health, and forms of cannabis other than for
smoking. They spoke briefly about options for cashless payment, rather than cash-only which has been the
model for other MMDs, though those options were not part of their application. They said they were not
planning to offer home delivery, which had been part of the initial application. They also mentioned
considering a “community norms” agreement that each patient would be asked to sign on their first visit,
committing to not consuming cannabis products on the property, not littering, etc. That was not part of the
application.

Mr. Durham, former Assistant Chief of MPD, spoke about plans for security at the proposed MMD. He said
Amitie would hire security guards with experience in security for cannabis establishments. They would monitor
the entrance, maintain security in the interior, and go out to meet delivery vehicles at the rear entrance, but
would not be constantly patrolling the back of the property along the alley and would not be allowed by law to
go down the sidewalk, even two doors down the block, to enforce security. If there were problems with
anyone in or around the MMD not complying with the law, the MMD staff would call MPD.

Chairman Turmail asked for questions and comments from the community. Several neighbors and other
residents complimented the presentation but questioned whether anyone could assure that there wouldn’t be
security issues with valuable products coming in and out, lax enforcement of District laws against public
consumption of marijuana, and related challenges for families with young children living less than 6 feet from
the MMD property.

One resident asked the Amitie team how their MMD would be different from a marijuana “gifting”
establishment such as the one at 3715 Macomb Street NW. Ms. Gray explained that those types of businesses
operate in the “grey market,” serve anyone, are completely unregulated, and the customers are completely
different than the patients Amitie would serve. (Ms. Tribble presented data that the patients who use medical
marijuana are over 50% women, 73% Caucasian, mostly over 35 years old, and make over $40,000 per year.)

The Amitie team urged the Commissioners to give the application all 30 points that ABRA has said are available
to award an applicant under the point system established for the MMD process. Commissioner Mladinov
commented that the Commissioners’ understanding was that ABRA would determine how many points to
award each applicant based on the ANC comments, but the ANC itself would not be awarding the points.

After final thanks from Commissioners, Chairman Turmail made a motion to vote on the MMD application by
Amitie, and proposed a resolution to oppose it. The motion was seconded and the Commission voted 5-0 to
adopt the resolution opposing the Amitie application for an MMD license, based on concerns about adverse
neighborhood effects.

Chairman Turmail made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded and the Commission voted 5-0 to
adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm.

Chairman Turmail announced that the next regularly scheduled public meeting of ANC3B would be September
8.



