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ANC3B Public Meeting Minutes
December 9, 2021

Chairman Brian Turmail called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Due to the COVID-19 public health
emergency, rather than meeting in-person, the Commission held the meeting using “Zoom” technology,
as allowed under the District’s Emergency Legislation of March 17, 2020, and the Commission’s vote at
its March 12, 2020, public meeting to amend the ANC3B by-laws to allow Commissioners to meet, hold
official votes, and be counted for a quorum by participating using virtual technology.

Four Commissioners were participating: Ann Mladinov (3B01), Jackie Blumenthal (3B02), Melissa Lane
(3B03), and Brian Turmail (3B05), which constituted a quorum. (Three of the five Commissioners make a
quorum.) Commissioner Elizabeth Elson (3B04) was not able to attend.

Chairman Turmail made a motion to approve the revised agenda. The motion was seconded and the
Commission voted 4-0 to approve the agenda.

Police Report

Lt. Paul Johnson presented the statistics on crime reported in ANC3B for the previous 30 days of 2021
compared to the same period in 2020. There were no violent crimes reported in ANC3B. There were 15
property crimes compared to 14 in 2020. The recent crimes included 1 stolen auto compared to 0 in 2020,
8 thefts from auto compared to 6 in 2020, and 6 general thefts compared to 6 in 2020.

Captain Steve Andelman, the new Captain for the Second District Police Sector that includes ANC3B, also
joined the meeting, and answered questions. Chairman Turmail mentioned one continuing challenge:
speeding on Cathedral Avenue between New Mexico Avenue and 39" Street, which includes a long stretch
through Glover Archbold Park and a blind curve. Lt. Johnson said he would alert his officers and would be
glad to get a mobile speed measuring device placed in that area. Captain Andelman said 2D has one of
those devices, which is normally in PSA 205 but could be assigned temporarily to PSA 204. Cathedral
Avenue resident Victoria Zuckerman said that area continues to be dangerous for pedestrians crossing
Cathedral Avenue because of speeding and residents have not yet seen the needed safety measures.

Introduction of new contact in DC Council Chairman’s Office

Chairman Turmail introduced Declan Falls, new member of the Constituent Services Team in DC
Council Chairman Phil Mendelson’s office, who said he would be acting as contact for the ANC with the
Chairman’s office. He urged people to be in touch with him about concerns and he would pass them on to
the right people or agencies, and shared his email address: dfalls@dccouncil.us He said that the Council
is concentrating on redistricting following the 2020 Census. The Council had taken an initial vote on
redrawing the lines between wards on the previous Tuesday and would be holding the second vote on
December 21, so the Chairman was seeking any public comments before the final vote. He said the plan
included significant changes to the boundaries of Wards 6, 7 and 8, and some in Wards 1 and 5 but none
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Resolution on Request for Zoning Variances for Building Residential Flats at 2405 37th Street

The zoning application had been presented at the November ANC3B meeting by architect Stephen
DuPont, Jr., representing the owners of the two lots at 2405 37™ Street, who are applying for approval to
replace the existing single family residence with three residential structures designed to look like row
homes, each with two principal units, served by an underground garage for 9 vehicles. The Board of
Zoning Adjustment (BZA) had scheduled a hearing on the case on December 15. Commissioner
Mladinov summarized the proposal, and noted that the ANC had received letters of support for the project
from several abutting or nearby neighbors. Questions about the project shared by residents from the
condominiums at 2323 and 2325 37" Street did not deal with the matters at issue in the zoning case. She
asked if there were any questions from the Commissioners or residents, and there were no additional
questions. Commissioner Blumenthal made a motion to take a vote to support the zoning application and
designate Commissioner Blumenthal or her designee to represent the ANC on the matter. The motion was
seconded and the Commission voted 4-0 to submit a letter of support to the BZA.

Presentation on Request for Stipulated License for DeCarlo’s Restaurant at 4000 Cathedral Avenue
Commissioner Blumenthal filled in for Commissioner Elson who had taken the lead on the license request
from DeCarlo’s and prepared to present the proposed resolution on the request. Commissioner
Blumenthal explained that DeCarlo’s/Spring Valley Enterprises had nearly completed the preparations to
open its new restaurant in coming weeks in the dining space at the Westchester, after having to close its
long-time location in Spring Valley, and DeCarlo’s was hoping to open with full beverage service. The
preceding day, the Alcoholic Beverage Regulatory Administration (ABRA) had announced the start of a
60-day public comment period on DeCarlo’s application for a Class C liquor license at the new location,
but ABRA could issue a “stipulated license” to allow alcoholic beverage service during the comment
period. Richard Power, lawyer for Spring Valley Enterprises, also spoke about the application, explaining
that the restaurant would not have loud music or rowdy customers. Commissioner Blumenthal made a
motion to vote on a resolution supporting a stipulated license for DeCarlo’s. The motion was seconded
and the Commission voted 4-0 to submit a letter of support to ABRA.

Presentation by DDOT Representatives on Changes for Safety Service Requests and ParkDC permits
Christian Pifieiro presented DDOT Director Everett Lott's plan for fast tracking safety improvements,
including a new process for requesting Traffic Safety Investigations, as part of the “Vision Zero” initiative
to eliminate traffic deaths and serious injuries in the District. He explained the plan would:
- address safety requests that had been delayed or never fulfilled
- create a more transparent process to allow people to see where their service requests are in the queue
and when the improvements are being implemented
- allow residents to initiate Traffic Safety Investigations when they see a concern, without petitions, further
questionnaires, or ANC endorsements. Requests can cover stop signs, 4-way stops, speed humps,
removing “right turn on red,” white poles to build out a curb, or automated traffic enforcement cameras.
- allow DDOT traffic team to conduct an assessment and prepare recommended response within 130 days
- issue a Notice of Intent for requests that require a change in traffic patterns or parking, and provide 10
days for ANCs and the public to submit comments (by email or otherwise)
- track DDOT responses to requests on a quarterly basis to see how long requests take to be completed
- provide for DDOT engineers to re-evaluate if there is community backlash or need for additional data

Bonji Beard spoke about the District’s initiatives to improve the new ParkDC system for residents to obtain
visitor parking permits, replacing Annual Visitor Parking Passes and other visitor parking permits. The
presentation made clear that as the District was trying to transition to the new process, DDOT was working
to provide clearer instruction and assistance to those who have problems with the system. DDOT was also
working with DPW to find options for the requirement that residents have ready access to a computer and
printer to produce a printed parking permit for each visitor and vehicle and date. DDOT’s hope was to have
more information and a work-around if possible by January 15 when DDOT had said the 2020 Annual
Visitor Parking Passes were going to expire.



For assistance, people can call 24/7 to 202-671-2631. The priority is to get into the new system at
https://ddot.myparkinginfo.com and register and then DDOT representatives can provide assistance in
obtaining permits.

Chairman Turmail asked if there was a system for teachers at Stoddert Elementary School to be able to
obtain parking permits while DCPS has demountable classrooms located on the former school parking lot.
Bonji Beard committed to following up on that matter.

Commissioner Blumenthal noted that the proposal for ANCs to submit comments within a 10-day window
would cut out ANCs who have always focused on getting “great weight” for their recommendations by
taking a vote at a duly noticed public meeting. The new system appears to be designed to allow only enough
time for an individual Commissioner to give an informal response, rather than a full ANC taking a vote on
an official position. Chairman Turmail commented that the Mayor wants things to move more quickly but
in the process is trying to shift blame for slow DDOT response to service requests onto ANCs. Mr. Pifieiro
said that the proposal was executive-driven and District officials wanted to streamline the process.
Commissioner Blumenthal commented that this could be an issue for the DC Council.

Several residents also had questions or comments. John Tichy noted that the previous process for Traffic
Safety Investigations left something to be desired. For example, when a traffic signal by the French
embassy was switched to flashing on weekends, when there was sometimes a dangerous level of traffic for
events, he heard that his request for a Traffic Safety Investigation was “resolved” but no one ever let him
know what had been done, if anything. Mr. Pifieiro said he would look into the question and explained that
often a service request was often listed as “closed” when DDOT’s initial investigation had been completed
and the case had been passed on to another office for the work to be done.

Victoria Zuckerman asked Mr. Pifieiro if he had seen the emails about the steel plates on Cathedral Avenue
near Idaho Avenue, which she had asked about at the November ANC3B public meeting. Both DDOT and
DC Water had sent crews to the location, who blocked the street as they tried to work on a serious water
leak, but they had been able to resolve the problem. Mr. Pifieiro said he would look into that. She also
mentioned about the long-standing requests from the ANC and residents for safety improvements at
pedestrian crossings on Cathedral Avenue, and mentioned several concerns about the measures that had
been taken to date. She specifically described the new devices at the intersection of Cathedral Avenue that
pedestrians can press when they want to cross, including two large two-sided diamond-shaped signs with
flashing lights. She said the lights are white so they do not show up well in daylight hours, and a tree is
blocking the visibility of one of the signs, so they are not as effective as they should be, after all the time
and expense that had been invested. Mr. Pifieiro said he would contact the DDOT sign crew to see if a
repair was needed, and a 311 service request could also be submitted to ask for DDOT to investigate the
problem.

Christian Pifieiro and Bonji Beard both provided their contact information for additional questions.
christian.pineiro@dc.gov 202-716-0417
bonji.beard@dc.gov 202-873-4060

Updates and Information

Chairman Turmail announced that DC DPW’s first Fall Leaf Collection in the ANC3B area had mostly
been completed in ANC3B, about three weeks behind the original schedule. He asked residents to email if
they had not yet had leaves collected and he would continue to coordinate with a DPW representative on
leaf collection. The second leaf collection of the season was still to be scheduled, after the holiday.

Open Forum
There were no additional questions or comments.



Administrative Matters

Commissioner Mladinov had prepared minutes for the November meeting. Chairman Turmail made a
motion to vote on the minutes. The motion was seconded and the Commission voted 4-0 to approve the
minutes.

In the absence of the Treasurer, the Commission deferred the November financial report until the next
meeting.

Commissioner Mladinov made a motion to vote on the date of the next meeting which would be the first
of the new year. She made a motion to set the meeting date as January 13, 2022. The motion was
seconded and the Commissioner voted 4-0 to approve that meeting date.

Chairman Turmail announced the next meeting would be on January 13 at 7 pm by Zoom.

Chairman Turmail made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded and the Commission
voted 4-0 to adjourn.

The meeting adjourned at 8:23 pm.



