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Thank you, Madame Chair and Members of the Committee.  I speak today on behalf of ANC 3B, and I 
thank you for taking this opportunity to assess the Wisconsin Avenue Streetscape project on the one-
year anniversary of its completion. Please be aware that ANC3B Chairman Brian Cohen was 
scheduled to speak before me, but now he will be here later due to work obligations.  His testimony 
will cover areas that mine does not, including our neighborhood survey and our ideas for alternative 
pedestrian safety measures. But both of us are representing the unanimous opinion of ANC3B. 
 
I represent those residents of Glover Park who live closest to Wisconsin Avenue and I also take 
primary responsibility for matters that affect our small but vital commercial center, especially since 
Glover Park businesses are not organized to represent themselves.  This project actually began more 
than 7 years ago as a commercial center revitalization project under the auspices of the District Office 
of Planning and was augmented by a DDOT-commissioned traffic and pedestrian safety study.  
Between July 2006 and the sound of the first jackhammer on Wisconsin Avenue in early 2012, there 
were 13 public meetings on what became known as the “streetscape” project.  I attended every one, 
and I participated in numerous consultations, interventions, and walk-throughs, and provided 
explanation after explanation to residents coming late to the process. 
 
If anyone wanted this project to succeed, it was me.  And some of it did.   
 
My neighbors and I are particularly pleased with the new intersection at 37th and Tunlaw, which was a 
last minute addition to the project thanks to strong advocacy by the ANC and some of my neighbors, 
and most critically, the support of CM Cheh.  Along with the new stop signs at Benton and Tunlaw and 
at W Place and 37th Street, the wider sidewalks near the gas station and at Holy Rood Cemetery, the 
intersection stands out as an example of a well-executed fix that will make a long-term difference to 
the community and to pedestrian safety.   
 
I had hoped that adding a median strip in order to slow traffic on Wisconsin Avenue would be equally 
beneficial, but the lane reductions it required simply do not work.   
 

• The reduced lanes don’t work for businesses, particularly those who must receive deliveries 
along Wisconsin Avenue.  If a car is parked in the loading zone or the loading zone is filled 
with trucks, as often happens, vehicles have no choice but to unload in the travel lane, forcing 
cars to go around them by driving on the painted median or in a left turn lane.   

 
• The reduced lanes don’t work for UPS, Fedex, U.S. Postal Service who must pick up and 

deliver at appointed times regardless of rush hour regulations – for example, mail pick up from 
boxes along Wisconsin Avenue is at 5 p.m.  No matter how much enforcement we tried over 
the past year through the combined efforts of DPW, MPD and CM Cheh’s office, it didn’t make 
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any difference.  Those trucks will end up using the curb lane, rush hour or not, or even double 
park if they have to, because there isn’t anywhere else for them to stop. 

 
• The reduced lanes don’t work for the amount of traffic on Wisconsin Avenue, particularly due 

to the close-but-necessary spacing of traffic lights.  With one lane of through traffic during 
most of the day, the line of cars stopped at one red light will back up through several lights, 
even if those are green.  Cars trying to turn north onto Wisconsin cannot fit into the one lane of 
traffic and often can’t turn, even if they have the green light. Cars turning south from Calvert 
onto Wisconsin often can’t clear the box due to backed up southbound traffic. DDOT made 
several attempts to fix this problem by adjusting the signal timing, none of which worked to 
end the back ups and congestion.  

 
• The reduced lanes don’t work for through traffic, as we have heard consistently from our 

neighbors in Georgetown and Mass Ave Heights.  But the problem isn’t that some people 
have to drive slower through Glover Park – a good thing, I believe – it’s that far too many 
drivers get frustrated and zip in and out of traffic, drive on the painted median, and do various 
maneuvers to get ahead of other cars, actions that endanger other drivers and any pedestrian 
trying to cross Wisconsin Avenue. 

 
• The reduced lanes don’t work for residents of Glover Park, particularly those who live along 

37th Street and Tunlaw Avenue, the only possible alternative to Wisconsin. When traffic is 
backed up on Wisconsin, particularly during after-school pickup times, traffic is also backed 
up, honking and aggravated, in the neighborhood.  The median makes it nearly impossible for 
people who live in the Sheffield building to turn north out of their own driveway.  And I can’t 
imagine how the current lane configuration will affect the new 80-unit building with its 95-car 
underground parking facility being built behind Ace Hardware. 

 
For all these reasons, I recommend on behalf of ANC3B that DDOT return Wisconsin Avenue to its 
original configuration and signage, install the pedestrian safety measures Brian recommended, and 
work closely with the community to do so.  I want to make a strong plea here about consulting with the 
ANC and residents.  Too many times during the streetscape project DDOT acted unilaterally and 
made mistakes that had to be undone – stop signs in the wrong places, no parking restrictions without 
notice or consideration, acting with no forethought or regard for potential consequences.  That said, I 
want to commend Paul Hoffman and his team for their diligence and consideration of community 
concerns. 
 
I remind you that many of us were skeptical in the beginning when the median was originally proposed 
and we were the ones who insisted it be tried with painted markings before being set in concrete. We 
have learned the hard way that sometimes measurements and metrics don’t tell the whole story. This 
project may have worked on paper, but it didn’t in reality. It’s time to move forward – and get it right 
this time.  I urge this committee to direct DDOT to act cooperatively and consult this community about 
any and all changes to come. 
 
Thank you all for your time. 
 


