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Madame Chair, Members of the Committee, on behalf of ANC 3B, I want to thank 
you for holding today’s hearing.  I hope we can use it to move forward our shared 
goal of keeping pedestrians safe. 
 
The pedestrian safety risks on Wisconsin Ave. prior to the implementation of the 
streetscape project were well known.  According to DDOT, there were a dozen 
pedestrian accidents in the project area between January 2008 and December 2010.   
In October 2011, a pedestrian was badly injured after being hit by a car at the 
intersection of 35th St. and Wisconsin Ave., raising concerns from both the 
Georgetown and Glover Park ANCs. 
 
The streetscape modifications were designed to mitigate those problems, without 
adversely affecting traffic.  Parts of this project - the wider sidewalks, improved 
streetlights, and improved intersection of 37th and Tunlaw - were an unqualified 
success.   But we cannot say the same of the new Wisconsin Ave. traffic pattern. 
 
We have been adamant throughout this process that decisions about pedestrian safety 
in Glover Park and Cathedral Heights should be made by those that live and walk in 
our community, not by those who merely drive through it.  That's why we conducted 
a streetscape survey - publicized via the Glover Park Gazette, the Glover Park email 
newsgroup, and the ANC 3B website, email list, and twitter feed - of Glover Park and 
Cathedral Heights residents.  By over a two to one margin, Glover Park and 
Cathedral Heights survey respondents expressed a desire to return to the old traffic 
pattern.   
 
Given these results, ANC 3B can no longer continue to argue in favor of keeping the 
lane changes on Wisconsin Avenue despite our strong concern about the effect on 
pedestrians when we return to the old traffic pattern. 
 



So now our challenge to you, and to DDOT, is to develop an effective plan that will 
protect pedestrians, particularly at high-risk intersections along Wisconsin Ave. 
between Whitehaven Parkway and Garfield St.  
 
I want to emphasize that we should not revert to the old traffic pattern first and then 
let DDOT make vague promises about other traffic calming measures to come at an 
unspecified date.  We've heard those promises before, and they were not kept.  The 
reversion to the old traffic pattern must come in conjunction with changes that 
effectively protect pedestrians. 
 
I do believe that we can learn some important lessons from this project.  While we 
were happy with the work of many DDOT employees - Paul Hoffman in particular 
was very responsive to community concerns - the new traffic pattern represents a 
failure for DDOT and the DDOT planning process.   
 
The list of mistakes is long.  DDOT did not accurately assess the impact of the lane 
changes and did not communicate effectively with the neighboring communities of 
Burleith, Georgetown, and Mass. Ave. Heights, causing them to oppose this project 
almost fr om the start; DDOT in June changed the traffic pattern north of Calvert St. 
without adequately assessing the impact of those changes and without adequately 
informing our community; when DDOT made the June changes, they did not keep 
their promise to identify other traffic calming methods.  In the end, DDOT did not 
effectively address pedestrian safety risks.   
 
The coup-de-grace for me came when, in September 2013, in response to a request to 
put up a bench in the small triangular green space at Calvert and Wisconsin, DDOT 
informed the community that a bench was inappropriate because risks from drivers 
were too high.  At that point, it became clear that after all the time, effort, expense, 
and debate, the lane changes did not work as planned. 
 
But we should not give up on pedestrian safety as a result of this failure.  Instead, we 
should move quickly to rectify errors and implement a Plan B to protect pedestrians. 
In particular, in conjunction with any changes to the traffic pattern along Wisconsin 
Ave, we ask that DDOT take the following steps.   
 

• Install traffic camera(s) on north- and south-bound Wisconsin Ave. between Calvert 
and Garfield Streets.  These cameras should be placed at appropriate locations so 
they slow speeding traffic and protect pedestrians at intersections north of Calvert St. 
and slow southbound speeding traffic on Wisconsin Ave. before it enters the 
crowded Glover Park commercial district. 

• Install a hawk signal, traffic light or a significantly improved pedestrian crosswalk at 
the dangerous intersection of Wisconsin Ave. and Fulton Street. 



• Install a traffic camera to slow southbound traffic going downhill on Wisconsin Ave. 
between Calvert St. and 35th St. 

• Make 35th St. a two-way street between Whitehaven and Wisconsin Ave, install a 
signal in conjunction with this change, and make other changes consistent with the 
attached June 2013 ANC 3B resolution on this intersection. 

• Install stop-sign cameras at appropriate Glover Park and Cathedral Heights 
intersections. 

• Make additional improvements to Glover Park and Cathedral Heights streets and 
intersections consistent with the Glover Park Transportation Study Final 
Recommendations Report 

 
I would also note that regardless of whether we revert to the six-lane traffic pattern, 
there will be more traffic on Wisconsin Ave.   If your goal is to avert gridlock and 
frustrated drivers, I urge you to plan carefully and think about long-term mass transit 
goals that allow residents to move up and down Wisconsin Ave. without the need to 
drive.  DDOT must begin consideration of improved bus service, a streetcar, or the 
best long-term solution, a Wisconsin Ave. metro line that would connect Georgetown 
and Tenleytown. 
 
Madame Chair, to date, the Wisconsin Ave. streetscape lane changes cannot be called 
a success.  They have left our community dissatisfied, and have not clearly reduced 
safety risks.  We therefore ask that you support us in moving forward with alternative 
approaches to pedestrian safety in Glover Park. 
 

 


