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Mr. Cliff Tatum 
Executive Director 
DC Board of Elections and Ethics 
441 4th Street, NW, Suite 250N 
Washington, DC  20001 
 
Dear Mr. Tatum 
 
 I am writing on behalf of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3B, representing the 
communities of Glover Park and Cathedral Heights, to express our support for DC BOEE’s 
October 2, 2013 proposed Precinct Boundary Efficiency Plan. 
 
 The plan would make several positive changes for ANC 3B voters.  It would create a 
new precinct for some voters in ANC 3B, making Stoddert Elementary School the voting 
facility for residents of ANC 3B03 and 3B05 (moving the location of these voters’ precinct 
from Guy Mason).  It would also consolidate voters from ANC 3B01 and ANC 3B02 into 
one precinct at the Guy Mason Recreation Center (moving the voting location of 
approximately 385 ANC 3B01 voters from the Church of Annunciation to Guy Mason 
Recreation Center and approximately 196 ANC 3B02 voters from St. Sophia Church to Guy 
Mason Recreation Center). 
 
 ANC 3B discussed the proposal at a public meeting on October 10, 2013.  We voted 
unanimously, 5-0, to support the proposed changes, which we would like to see implemented 
by the 2014 primary elections.  
 
 Several issues were raised during the discussion.  We hope you will keep these issues 
in mind as you move forward with the proposal. 
 

• Creating a new voting precinct for ANC 3B03 and ANC 3B05 would essentially 
break one large precinct at Guy Mason Recreation Center into two smaller precincts.  
This is a net positive, reducing waiting times and allowing more voters to vote closer 
to their homes.  Similarly, consolidating ANC 3B01 and 3B02 into one voting 
precinct is a net positive for voters, poll workers (who will have fewer different types 
of ballots in each precinct) and candidates. 

  
• One potential problem with this plan is that it could increase confusion for voters 

who may not be aware of the changes in voting locations.  To mitigate the impact of 
this confusion, we hope that DC BOEE will aggressively work to inform and 
education voters about their precinct locations, provide voters and the public with 



high-resolution maps of the new voting precincts, and establish procedures – such as 
the use of provisional ballots – to ensure that voters who inadvertently go to the 
wrong precinct are not disenfranchised. 

 
• Adding new precincts will require more poll workers, making the already hard job of 

finding these critical volunteers even more difficult.  DC BOEE should expand its 
efforts to recruit poll workers; one commenter at our meeting suggested that DC 
BOEE approach high schools, as many schools have community service 
requirements that could be met by students if they serve as poll workers.  Another 
suggested that DC BOEE consider changes that would reduce the burden on poll 
workers and speed up voting, such as adding bar codes to voter ID cards that could 
be scanned to reduce the time and effort of the sign-in process. 

 
Finally, we would like to note that several commenters described problems with the 

Guy Mason voting precinct.  In particular, they are concerned about the complex and 
confusing layout of the precinct, which requires votes to walk back and forth through 
different parts of the building multiple times in order to sign in, receive a ballot, and vote.  
While reducing the number of voters at Guy Mason will help with some of these problems, it 
will not solve them entirely.  We hope that you will review the layout and voting procedures 
at Guy Mason to resolve these problems, and, if necessary, consider a change in venue for 
this voting precinct. 

 
On behalf of ANC 3B, I hope that the proposed Precinct Boundary Efficiency Plan 

moves forward, and I thank you for your attention to our additional concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brian A. Cohen 
 
Brian A. Cohen 
ANC 3B Chair 
 
 

 
 
 

 


